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SUBJECT: ARCHIVAL ACCESS IN SOVIET UNION 

IREX SENIOR SCHOLAR PETER CZAP REPORTED TO EMBOFF SEPTEMBER 
TWENTY-TWO THAT MOSCOW OBLAST HISTORICAL ARCHIVES HAVE BREN 
CLOSED WITHOUT EXPLANATION FOR INDEFINITE PERIOD. I.D. 
KOVALCHENKO OF MGU HISTORY DEPT INDICATED TO CZAP THAT CLOSURE 
MAY BE FOR UP TO TWO YEARS. KOVALCHENKO TRYING TO ARRANGE FOR 
CZAP TO USE ARCHIVES AT LENINGRAD OR VLADIMIR; BUT SUGGEST DEPT 
MAY WISH TO PASS THIS INFO TO IREX FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS ARRIVING 
LATER THIS YEAR AND FOR CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE SENIOR. 

JUNIOR CANDIDATES FOR NEXT YEAR. EMB WILL FOLLOW AND REPORT 
ANY NEW DEVELOPMENTS. MATLOCK 
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